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INTRODUCTION.

The comparative paucity of origindTretks,
in Sanskrit in modern times is generally traced
to three moain causes, firstly, the rigid rules
framed by the Rhctoricians and Grammarians
governing not only the penera) structureof a
work but alss ita minute details, econdly, the
unsympathetic and unreaponsive nature of the
general stmosphere governing Hindu Society
When it had become the prey to frequent inva-
tions of foreign and fundamentally sdverse
civilistion and cultures, and thirdly, want of
Royal Patronage,

The fint canse can be & stumbling block
only 1o second and third rate authors.  Authors
of real merit will not be drterred by the rules of
Rhuctoricians and Grammarians s they could
very well master these snd exeel them. The
aesond cawse is indeed bryond the control of
individusl poets whatever their alibre may be,’
And the thind esuse iy really the moat important
cre as the deliate Bower of orgimlity cinnor
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‘blossom if it is not watered and nurtured care-
Hully and adequately.

Historians of Sanskrit literature treat
generally of the greatness of Sanskrit Literature
up to the eleventh’ century A, D.and do not
-find enough material to carry on their narratives
beyond this period. The dissensions of the
Hindu Religions and the consquent want of
Ro'yal patronsge and the frequency of the in-

jops by Mah dans and other foreigners
contributed to 2 very great extent for the decay,
and gradual disappearsnce of authors of the first
msgnitude,

In places and localities which had been
comparatively free from such foreign influences
and when the Hindu principalities, however small
they might be, continued to enjoy comparative
peace and prosperity, we always find the neces-
tary impetus for the growth of artsand culture
which show themselves out by works of out-
etanding merit, The sixteenth and seventeenth
<enturies in South Indis are an instance to the
point,
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The petty principality of Tanjore enjoyed
-peace and plenty under the sympathetic and
generous hands of the great Nayak Rulers who
ruled Tanjore and the surrounding country from
1535 A, D. to 1675 A. D. No less than seventy
authors of undoubted greatness flourished in
this kingdom under the patronage of the Nayak

TRaulers,

OF these, the two great outstanding figures
are the famous Appaya Diksbita and his equally
famous scion, Nilakantha Dikehita, his brother’s
grandson. .

Among Nilakantha Dikshita’s contem-
poraries Rajachudamani Dikshitu who was bis
Eellow pupil under the great teacher Venkstes~
vara Makhi deserves special mention.

' Rajachudamani Dikshita was born of Ratna-
kheta Srinivasa Dikshita, the father-in~law of
the illustrious Appaya Dikshita, and Kamakshi,
He was educated in all brunches of 'Snnskrit',
learning firstly by Ardhanarisvara Dikshita and

finally by Venkatesvara Makhi, Even from very
<arly times Rajachodnmani gave promite of his



iv
future greatness and versatility. In consonance
with current practice he has pressed at least one
definite date in bis literary career. In his-
Tantrasikhamani he says

& Sirenrsy gHEASy EAY 1AL |
qemin: Fea¥ e geaiaEig w

This gives the date of composition of the
Tantrasikhamani as 1559 Saka or A, D. 16386,
the same year in which his co-pnupil Nilskantha
Dikshita wrote his famous Nilakanthavijays
Champu. As many as twenty-seven works repre.
gentative of all branchs of learning appear to
have been posed by Rajachud i Dikshita.

The Rukminikalyann is n Kavys in ten rargas,
dealing with the well-knonn Paaranik etory, of
the marrisge of Rukmini and Sri Krishna, The
ten sargas deal respectively with the description
of the city Draraks, the love in separation of |
Sti Krishps, the arrival at Kundinapara of Sri
Krishns on hearing the mental anguish of Ruk-
igi, the crrrying off of Rekmint to Draruvati,
the entry of Sti Krishon and Ruokmini into
Drararati, the maeriage of Rukmini with Sn



Krishna, the description of the summer-season,
the description of the rainy season, the descrip-
tion of the Sarad-season and the descriptions of
the Hemanta and Sisira seasons,

In respect of descriptive detail, fullness of
imagery and delineation of situations and charac-
terisation of individuals, this poem compares
quite favourably with those of Kalidasa and
other Nature-poets,

The Sri Vani Vilas Press has done a distinct
service to the scholar-world in bringing out for
the first time n complete edition of this fascinnting
and delightful Kavya of the ceventeenth century,

SRIRANGAM. P. P. Subrahmanya Sastri.
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